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School  Records – Westhoughton at Lancashire Records Office, Preston 

Central Council, later Central Drive County Primary  SMWn/3  [n.d.] 
 

   Log Book  SMWn/3/1  4 Jan. 1915 - 16 Apr. 1957 
 

   Admission Register  SMWn/3/2  4 Jan. 1915 - 7 Jan. 1952 
 
INFORMATION FROM DOCUMENTS ON DISPLAY AT SCHOOL CLOSURE: 
Key: C = Certificated Teacher:  P.C. = Provisionally Certificated Teacher:  U = Uncertificated Teacher:  St = Student:  
P.A. = Provisional Assistant:  S = Supplementary:  P.T= Pupil :  M = Any other Teacher. 
 
30 April 1915: 
Head Teacher: 
Layland, A. Helen.  ‘C’  £130 & £10  Trained 3 years. 
Assistant Teachers: 
Hewlett, Alice E.  ‘C’  £105  Trained 2 years 
Partington, Hetty  ‘U’   £60 
Hardie, Catherine  ‘S’   £45 
Whittle, Mary M.   ‘U’  £45 
Pilkington, Annie A.  ‘U’  £60 
Barrow, Elsie M.   ‘C’  £80    Trained 2 years. 
 
LAYLAND, A. HELEN left 10 September 1917, 
Replaced with SINKINSON, FLORENCE w. 11 September 1917   £150  Trained 2 years. 
 
30 April 1918: 
Hewlett, Alice E.   ‘C’ 
Higson, Alice         ‘C’     £110     Trained 2 years 
Pilkington, Annie A.  ‘U’   £80 
Taylor, Mary Elizabeth  ‘U’  £80 
Hardie, Catherine   ‘S’   £70 
Ashton, Doris        ‘St’  £26 
 
31 March 1922: 
Head Teacher: 
Sinkinson, Florence Mary  ‘C’  2 years at College. 
Assistant Teachers: 
Higson, Alice    ‘C’ 
Ashton, Doris   ‘C’ started - 1 August 1921 
Naylor, Annie Ada [nee Pilkington]  ‘U’ 

Hardie, Catherine  ‘S’ 

Bavin, Edna  ‘U’  died 24 April 1921 

Walmsley, Alice [nee Hibbert] was Supply Teacher from 12 May 1921 to 29 August 1921. 

 

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a/records.aspx?cat=055-smwn&cid=3#3
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a/records.aspx?cat=055-smwn&cid=3#3
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a/records.aspx?cat=055-smwn&cid=3-1#3-1
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a/records.aspx?cat=055-smwn&cid=3-1#3-1
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a/records.aspx?cat=055-smwn&cid=3-1#3-1
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Early School Photographs:  Date & names unknown. 
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Memories of  ‘Council’ School-days by Brenda Wright (nee Pomfret) pupil 1945 – 51 

I started in the Babies’ Class at the ‘Council School’ at the beginning of August 1945, I was three years old, my 

fourth birthday was at the end of August.  I do remember quite a lot about the first class. 

The teacher was a Mrs Partington she was young and very pretty. 

The room was tiled with white tiles half way, on the top of the tiles was a frieze of tiles depicting the story of 

Chicken Licken.  The chairs and tables were tiny and painted.  In the room was a large shallow sand tray and a 

wooden rocking horse, a real favourite of mine. 

We did our writing using a blackboard and chalk, I don’t remember there being any pencils, although there may 

have been wax crayons.  We also used plasticine which we rolled into long thin ‘snakes’ and used those to form 

letters. 

We learned to read using books about ‘Old Lob’, he was a farmer, his animals were the characters in the stories.  

There was Mrs Cuddy the cow, Miss Tibs the cat, Mr Grumps the goat, Master Willy the pig and Percy the bad 

chick.  Their adventures took us on the road to reading. 

I was absent from school twice during that first year, once with whooping cough and once with a badly infected 

leg caused by a splinter from the rocking horse.  On one of those occasions my mother helped me to write my 

name and address.  When I got back to school I wrote it on the plasticine board with the plasticine ‘snakes’.  I 

got it right except for one letter in ‘Westhoughton’.  I took it all around the school to show everyone and even 

Miss Ashton was impressed!! 

I can remember playing teacher-led games in the playground, I think it was during lesson time.  We played 

‘Farmer wants a wife’ and ‘What time is it Mr Wolf?’ – that was my favourite. 

Another early memory was what must have been the Christmas party.  We were all assembled in the hall, I can’t 

remember what we were doing, but we were told to look up at the ceiling.  Around the top of the room were 

windows between the wall and the roof, as we looked there appeared a figure walking around what must have 

been a ledge outside, the figure was dressed all in red and carried a large bag over his shoulder – it was Father 

Christmas and I was terrified!! 
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The teacher in the next class was Miss Taylor and the next class teacher was Mrs Snape, she had a panda puppet, 

I am not sure what she used it for!  We were still writing with pieces of chalk on blackboards and it was very 

difficult to get a reasonable sized piece of chalk, we had to use them until there was nothing left. 

The next class teacher (1st Year Junior, I think), was Mrs Howarth.  She had a nature table and lots of nature 

books which I liked.  We were, by this time reading from ‘Beacon’ books up to book 6, there were lots of good 

stories in there; ‘Hobyas’, ‘Androcles and the Lion’, ‘The Four Friends’, ‘William Tell’ and many more. 

The next class teacher was Mrs Mainwaring, she taught us how to do ‘joined up writing’ with pencils I assume, I 

enjoyed that very much and practised a lot. 

Mr Higginson was in the next to the top class, he was very interested in bees and told us a lot about them, we 

did geography and history with him too.  Sometimes his mother came in to teach us, she was an older lady who 

wore brightly coloured smocks. 

The playground was an important part of school life.  We played all sorts of games and activities which seemed 

to go around depending on the time of year.  There was skipping with short or long ropes, hopscotch, marbles, 

two balls against a wall, and tops and whips.  There were different tops, one was cylindrical with a metal stud on 

a pointed base or a ‘window-breaker’ which was shaped rather like a toadstool.  The ‘window breakers’ were 

rather more difficult to spin.  An important part of spinning tops was to chalk a coloured pattern on the top and 

to watch the pattern change as the top spun. 

The culmination of my educational life at the Council School came in the top class, the scholarship year.  Miss 

Dunton was the teacher, she was rather formidable and rarely smiled.  Miss Ashton, too, spent a lot of time in 

the top class and was keen for everyone to gain a scholarship and so a place in one of the grammar schools.  I 

wanted, very much, to go to Rivington and I also wanted the new bike my dad promised me if I passed.  Sales of 

new bikes in Westhoughton went up when the results had been announced!!! 

First we needed to WORK – sums, problems, comprehensions, compositions and spellings and tables to learn.  

Tests went on all through the week, marks were added up and places allocated.  The person with the highest 

mark was top, a real accolade, next highest second and so on.  I was rarely top or second, but could be 3rd, 4th or 

5th. 

Each Friday desks were allocated for the following week.  The desks were in rows, back of the room to the 

front, top group, second group, third group, best 2 people at the back and the rest coming forward in twos – it 

was all very competitive. 

We did lots of scholarship test papers as well – questions about baths filling and emptying, trains arriving and 

departing, missing works, meanings of words- opposites, masculine & feminine groups, abbreviations, and all 

sorts of intricacies.  I do particularly remember each day being given a difficult sum to do at the end of the 

morning before we went for dinner.  I went home, so some days it would be getting on for 1 o’clock when I got 

home!!! 

There were some slightly lighter moments, I remember doing bits of embroidery which I enjoyed, but the 

majority of our sewing lesson in the top class was taken up by making an enormous pair of cotton knickers 

which involved seams and hems, I don’t know what became of mine but I never wore them!! 

We learned pieces of poetry by heart and recited them for Miss Ashton and the rest of the class, they did have to 

be word perfect.  I also remember the Singing Festival (Choirs of all schools) at Senior Girls’ school with Mr 

Lamb. 

I do remember Miss Ashton coming into our class to tell us that King George VI had died. 
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The Scholarship test was in February and One Saturday morning we all had to go to the Senior Girls’ School, to 

the hall, we all sat in rather large individual desks and were given two new pencils to use.  I don’t remember any 

of the questions but I do remember being glad it was all over. 

I did get my bike, a green Raleigh Lenton Sports with dropped handlebars and I did go to Rivington and 

Blackrod Grammar School, I was very proud, my mum, dad and grandparents were very pleased. 

I look back on my time at the Council School with much affection. 

 

 
During my time at Rivington I decided I wanted to be a primary teacher and before I went to college I spent 

some time back at the Council School.  I went round to various classes to see which age group I would prefer, 

the teachers, mostly still the same ones who were there when I was a pupil were very helpful, supportive and 

free with their advice. 

 

My contact with County Primary was not yet at an end.  In 1974 and again in 1976 I took my two sons down to 

County Primary.  I went to put Peter’s name down and the office was still where Miss Ashton’s room had been, 

I felt the hairs on the back of my neck tingle!!  Thankfully Mr Openshaw changed the rooms around and the 

office was relocated just by the main entrance. 

I remember particularly from that time the swimming lessons.  A shallow training pool had been built just 

previously and was a real asset.  Mums were asked to go and help to dry off the younger children as they came 

out of the water.  Mrs Gerrard helped the class teachers with the weekly swimming lesson even those in the 

Reception class had a weekly session.  Many happy memories, grateful thanks to everyone.  Brenda Wright. 
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More ‘Council School’ Photos 
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Interior of ‘Council School’ just before closure in  July 2008 
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