
Questions, Sayings, Words and 
legends 

From a History of Westhoughton by  

An unknown author 



Westhoughton has a language peculiar to 
the area. 

Try to pronounce some of these words and 
explain their meaning.  

a) “wichart” 
 
Meaning “wet” 
 
b) “porred” 
 
Meaning “kicked” 
 
c) “bried” 
Meaning “shelf” 
 
 



d) “alicar” 
 
Meaning “vinegar” 
 
e) “skennin” 
 
Meaning “squinting” 
 
f) “feough”  
 
Meaning “ugly” 
g) “pow” 
Meaning “haircut” 
 
h) “ gradely”  
Meaning “real” or “good” 



i) “kebbling”  
 Meaning “Falling Over”   
 
j) “kebbled”  
 Meaning “left handed” 
 
k) If a woman asks her neighbour 

if she has bought a new”brat”  
 
 she does not mean a child but 
an “apron” 
 
l) The young children in WH 
when hungry do not ask for a 
slice of bread and butter but a 
“butty”. 
 
m) One of the words that is 
common in WH is “went” which 
is Scottish in origin and is 
normally pronounced “wynd” or 
a narrow alley between houses.  



n) “cornice” or “cornishe”  
 
Meaning “mantlepiece” 
 
o) “dresser”  
Meaning “sideboard” or 
“cabinet” 
 
p) “coast”  
 
Meaning “couch” 
 
q) “ non o’ your nagarams”  
Meaning “Don’t be bad 
tempered or play any tricks” 
 
r) “ nummer “t” in a prop” 
Means not having as much sense 
as a piece of wood/pit prop. 



s) “plaiting treacle” or “plaiting sawdust”  
 
Means doing something that is impossible. 
 
t) “more lip than a turney /attorney” means  
“talking too much” 
 
u) “If he’d fawd off t” co-op shop he’d a leet it 
divi” 
  meaning a lucky person. 
 
  



Names of places 
i) “chapel flat”   - area round the church 
 
ii) “Pingut”  - area where the old penfold used to stand?? 
 
iii) Casson’s and Dobb Brow are both places named after 
farmers who lived there 
 
iv) Wade Lane – now Market Street – was named because 
people had to wade across a stream there. 
 
v) Kearsley Lane is now Leigh Road and was named after a 
farmer called Kearsley 
vi) Cowlee lane – now Bolton road – was named because 
the Common used to be there  



vii) Manchester and Chorley Old Road 
was called the Roman Road because it 
was an old Roman road from 
Manchester to Blackrod where an old 
Roman fort existed. 
 
viii) The oldest building in WH was the 
“Old Hall” or “Drake Hall” where the 
Lord of Westhoughton used to live in 
Daisy Hill.  




