
The Hulton Family of Hulton 
Park 





1.Origins 
 
• One of the threads running through the history of this area of Lancashire and Westhoughton  
    in particular is the role of one of its most notable families – the Hultons of Hulton Park. 
 
• Their origins here can be traced back to the 11th and 12th centuries and the arrival in the area 
    of their forebearer, Iorweth of Bleiddyn, North Wales who had been expelled and  
    came to England, acquiring lands here in South East Lancashire. 
 
• He was granted the town of Pendleton by charter in 1199 by King John in exchange  
 for Broughton and Kersal. 

 
• Hultons became Lords of Ordsall and Hulton during the 13th century. 





2.  

• By the early 14th century Richard Hulton had expanded the family’s influence 
by judicious marriage and land acquisition to Hulton, Ordsall, Flixton and 
Heaton. 
 

• The first of the dwellings at what is now known as Hulton Park was built. 
 

• By Tudor times there were strong Hulton family connections to nearby Deane 
Church, now in Bolton, and the family managed to retain the old Roman 
Catholic faith while remaining loyal to the crown. 
 

• For example William Hulton pledged support to Elizabeth I in the 1580’s as 
England faced the threat of Spanish Catholic invasion while later members of 
the Hulton family converted to Anglicanism. 
 

• To this day there is a Hulton Chapel and a Hulton memorial in the churchyard. 





3. 
• By the early 19th century the Hulton family’s 

political, social and economic influence in the 
area continued to increase. 
 

• Sir William Hulton of this period, 1787 – 1864,  
became the High Sheriff of Lancashire at the 
age of 24 and was Chairman of the Lancashire 
and Cheshire Magistrates. 



• 4. Burning of the Mill, Westhoughton, 1812 
 

• It was this same William Hulton who as magistrate, was instrumental in supressing 
the socio – political unrest in SE Lancashire. 
 

• Mechanisation of the traditional trades of spinning and weaving was threatening 
the livelihoods of those hand spinners and weavers in villages and small towns like 
Westhoughton. 
 

• Thus when the new Westhoughton Mill was burned down in protest in 1812, 
Hulton handed down severe punishments to those found guilty.  



Magistrates,including William Hulton and Ralph Fletcher, 
observing the meeting from a house overlooking St 

Petersfield. 



• 5. Peterloo 1819 
 

• Seven years later it was the same William Hulton who continued with his 
track record of dealing harshly with political and civil protest and unrest. 
 

• In August 1819 peaceful pro – democracy crowds of spinners, weavers and 
other workers gathered in Manchester with their families to hear Orator 
Henry Hunt demand rights such as the extension of male suffrage and 
action against rising food prices. 
 

• Sir William Hulton was the magistare who gave the order for the Yeomanry 
to attack the crowd to disperse them….resulting in the Peterloo Massacre 
with deaths and injuries caused by the drawn sabres of the Yeomanry. 
 

• The then Home Secretary, Lord Sidmouth, congratulated Hulton on his 
decisive actions.  
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6. Coal and Railways 
 

• Again it was the same William Hulton who was responsible for the major 
development and exploitation of the Hulton family’s land’s coal reserves, although 
coal had been mined in various ways in the area since the 16th century. 
 

• Hulton was also a founder member and principal supporter  of the Bolton and Leigh 
Railway taking Hulton coal to markets in Bolton, Manchester and Liverpool. 
 

• George Stephenson stayed at Hulton Hall while overseeing some of this railway’s 
construction. 
 

 





7. The Pretoria Pit Disaster 
 

• The Hulton Colliery Company had been founded in 1858 and coal continued 
to be mined in the area into the 20th century. 
 

• Pretoria Pit was part of the Hulton Colliery and is situated in the grounds of 
what is Hulton Park where the third worst mining disaster in british Mining 
History occurred in 1910. 
 

• Despite the terrible loss of life, the Hulton coal industry continued in the area 
until 1936. 







Sir Geoffrey and Lady Hulton resided in 
Hulton Cottage after the Hall was 
demolished.  

The rear of the cottage backs 
onto the A6. The plaque shown 
is attached to that side of the 
cottage. 





8. The End of the Hultons 
 

• So there is a link between the Hulton family and three of the major events 
in Westhoughton’s history namely – the Burning of the Mill, - The Bolton – 
Leigh Railway and Pretoria. 
 

• The third and grandest Hulton Hall building in Hulton Park fell into 
disrepair 

• After the first World War and was demolished in 1958. 
 

• The Hulton Family used the cottage or Dover House as their family home 
until the last of the hulton baronets, Sir Geoffrey Hulton died without a 
direct heir in 1993 and the lands were eventually sold to Peel Holdings. 
 

• Plans for the Ryder Cup Golf Course and many houses have recently been 
denied planning permission again by Bolton Council !!! 


